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Introduction.
(a) It seems to me as if the English word commitment, is dying a slow death, because the fundamental concepts compacted into the word commitment are no longer counted as truly valid. The first concept in ‘commitment’ is the concept of promise, which should have the strength of a guarantee. In our day promises mean very little. The second concept in ‘commitment’ is the concept of endurance or perseverance. This concept means that you do not give up in times of difficulty and hardship. In our day we are encouraged to give up doing anything we do not like or find unpleasant. The greatest and most binding commitment you can ever make is to be a follower of Jesus Christ. While this commitment captures the concepts of promise and perseverance it goes even further and includes living consistently with what you believe. What you believe must come directly from the Scriptures. Being a committed follower of Jesus Christ should make you a person who lives with the persistent purpose of being more and more like Christ in heart, mind and will.
(b) If by God's grace you are a believer it is assumed that you are committed to be a follower of Christ and that you submit yourself to Christ’s Royal Word. Your submission to the Bible – which really means submission to Christ, demands that you exercise a great deal of trust in Him. If you do not trust Jesus you will not obey his commands. Disobedience in a believer is a terrible thing as it is a massive declaration of arrogance that says, ‘I trust myself more on this matter than I do Jesus.’ The whole idea of trusting your own wisdom, knowledge and judgment above that of Jesus who is omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent is a no-brainer. Even though it is a no-brainer it does not stop us from doing it time and time again. This frequent failure suggests to me that our concept of being committed is being influenced by the post-modernist world we live in. In order to examine the integrity of our concept of commitment we will look at God’s faithful and remarkable servant Hannah. The Bible introduces us to Hannah in 1 Samuel 1:1-28 as a godly woman who was totally committed to the Lord. This morning we will look Hannah’s commitment to the Lord which did not waver through incredibly difficult times.
1. Hannah’s commitment to the Lord did not
 waver through incredibly difficult times. 
(a) In 1 Samuel 1:1-8 we are introduced to the family of Hannah. The name Hannah comes from the Hebrew which means ‘grace.’ As names were of great importance in the Old Testament we can safely assumed that Hannah was a woman filled with grace. Her husband Elkanah, has an interesting name, it means ‘God has Redeemed or God has purchased or God has possessed.’ The picture behind his name is that of a person who belongs to God. All we read about Elkanah in 1 Samuel 1 reveals that he was a godly man. In this passage we find him wanting to observe the ritual of worship in Shiloh on an annual basis. This is long before Jerusalem becomes focal point of religious life in Israel. In the days of Hannah Shiloh was the religious focus as that was where the tabernacle was located. When the time comes for Hannah to fulfil her vow concerning Samuel, Elkanah encourages her to honour the Lord by fulfilling the vow she made. While Elkanah was a godly and a pious man he was also a compromised man as he had two wives. His second wife’s name was Peninnah which is the Hebrew word for the gem stone, ‘ruby.’ 
(b) We can imagine the dynamics of the home by the information given to us in 1 Samuel 1:1-8. Hannah, we are told in verse 5, seems to be Elkanah’s favourite wife. She was his first wife. At the time of sacrifice Elkanah gives her a double portion because he loved her. Sadly she is barren. The Lord has closed her womb. Maybe culture, custom and tradition swayed Elkanah to marry a second time in order to have an heir. Peninnah it seems was a younger and perhaps a prettier girl. Peninnah,’ Derek Thomas says, ‘has a mouth to match her looks: she loves to rub it in. What’s it like to live in a home with two wives? Well, we could make light of it, for sure. It’s a desperate situation to find yourself in. Here’s the context; here’s the scenario. Peninnah is having children as often as the seasons come and go. There are sons and daughters, and the text seems to imply that there are many of them. But she is not the favourite.’
(c) We need to take note that Hannah was committed to the Lord and remained faithful and gracious even though her life was extremely difficult. What caused Hannah the greatest pain? Was it the fact that she was barren – that the LORD had closed her womb or was it the stigma of having others think that she was cursed by God? I am sure her pain increased greatly when Elkanah took Peninnah for his second wife. Every time Peninnah fell pregnant Hannah’s pain increased. When neighbour’s gossipped you can be sure that Peninnah was counted as blessed because she had many children and Hannah was counted as cursed. Did Hannah’s pain grow as she watched Elkanah playing with his children? Hannah was hurting and there seemed to be no end to the depths of her pain.
(d) According to verse 6 Peninnah provoked her and made her miserable because the Lord had closed her womb. The Hebrew word ‘provoke’ means to annoy or antagonise by stirring up the emotions of anger and sorrow. The KJV translates this as; ‘provoked﻿ her sore,’ which strongly suggests that the provocations were designed to inflict pain that lasted a long time and cut Hannah to the heart. The word translated as ‘miserable’ in the NKJV and as ‘fret’ in the KJV fall short of conveying the true sense of the Hebrew word. The Hebrew word occurs thirteen times and the KJV translates it eight times as thunder three times as roar, once as trouble and once as fret. In 1 Samuel 2:10 we read, ‘The adversaries of the Lord shall be ﻿﻿broken in pieces; from heaven He will thunder against them. ﻿The Lord will judge the ends of the earth.’  The true sense of the word is captured in this verse – God thundered against them and they were broken into pieces. In 1 Samuel 7:10 we have that sense conveyed, listen to what it says, ‘Now as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel. ﻿﻿But the Lord thundered with a loud thunder upon the Philistines that day, and so confused them that they were overcome before Israel.’ God thundered and the Philistines were totally bamboozled. The word is full of power and usually linked to action that harms, breaks or destroys others. Peninnah provoked Hannah and pushed her to the limit, pushed her to the place where you would expect her to respond in a violent and destructive way. 
(e) In verse 7 we are told two more things about Peninnah’s provocation. Firstly it continued year after year. The provocation was relentless. Secondly we are told that the provocation reached a climax every year when the family travelled to Shiloh to go and worship at the house of the LORD. The provocation was such that it put Hannah off her food and caused her to weep and filled her with grief. Hannah is a woman whose heart is broken and her mind tortured and tormented. Verse 8 tells us that Elkanah was unable to comfort or console her. His reassurances of his love, devotion and admiration had little impact. Peninnah’s barbs ripped her heart into shreds. Peninnah made sure that Hannah would constantly hear the words: ‘The LORD closed your womb.’  We can be sure that Satan used Peninnah’s words and added his twist, ‘God is against you, you are cursed by God.’ Hannah was assaulted verbally and it afflicted her heart, mind and soul. Her faith was constantly under attack. Would it be wrong to suggest that every year when the time for them to go to Shiloh drew near Hannah would begin to dread going to the House of the Lord? The woman whose name means grace needed God’s great grace to persevere as almost everything else in her life told her to give up. Hannah was being pulverised by the circumstance of her life. These circumstances had arisen not from her own actions, but because she was barren. 
(f) It is quite remarkable, but the Scripture reveals that Hannah’s faith, love, trust and obedience to the LORD remained steadfast and did not waver through her difficult, depressing and heartbroken years. Listen to the testimony of verse 10, ‘And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish.’  This verse tells us four things about Hannah’s commitment to the Lord.
Firstly it tells us that those who are committed to the Lord seek Him in prayer.  The Christian life is nothing but a life of prayer – prayer is the first exercise of a reconciled relationship to God. ‘To give prayer a secondary place’ says E M Bounds, ‘is to make God secondary in life’s affairs. Martin Luther said, ‘As it is the business of tailors to make clothes and of cobblers to mend shoes, so it is the business of Christians to pray.’ If you are a believer your trials, troubles and afflictions will cause you to flee to God to find shelter under his everlasting wings. Your prayer life tells you a great deal about your spiritual life – does your prayer life reveal that you depend totally on the Lord in all circumstances? The well know hymn ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’ asks “Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? We should never be discouraged; Take it to the Lord in prayer.” Hannah took her broken life to the Lord and poured out her heart.
Secondly it tells us that ‘she was in bitterness of soul.’ What does ‘bitterness of soul mean?’ The word bitterness used here has two meanings that are descriptive of the state of Hannah’s soul. The one picture is that of being heavily burdened, she was carrying a great weight on her shoulders. The other picture is that of a person’s heel which is hurting because their shoe has been chafing as he walked. Her soul has been chaffed by the constant rubbing of Peninnah’s relentless provocations. Her soul is deeply afflicted; she is heavily burdened and profoundly hurt. 
Thirdly we are told that as she prayed she wept in anguish. Hannah prayed from her heart with all her heart and mind. She poured out her heart before God. Hannah was being obedient and following the instruction of Psalm 62:8, ‘Trust in Him at all times, you people; pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us.’ Her tears are tears of pain that beg for mercy. The word anguish is a very strong word and means excruciating distress. Her life was being crushed in the vice of life and the sense of being squeezed had reached its limit. Her prayer is honest, open, desperate and a cry for help. Hannah was not saying her prayers, her whole being heart, mind, will, soul, body and emotions are all engaged and united as she cries out to God for mercy. Those who are committed to the Lord have this great assurance – when your life is falling apart around you draw comfort from the fact that if you fall, you fall into the ever loving arms of God.
Fourthly we need to note that Hannah turned to the Lord for comfort. Hannah knew the only place to find rest and shelter was in the Lord himself. It is in such circumstances that faith in God reveals itself as trust in God. God has wisely and purposely kept us in the dark concerning future events and reserved the knowledge of them for himself that he may train us up in depending and trusting him for those future events. Trusting God for who he is and what he has promised is the path down which those committed to the Lord will go.
(g) Hannah’s commitment to the Lord did not waver through incredibly difficult times. I hope you recall that I explained that the concept of commitment had two parts: it makes a promise and then perseveres to keep that promise. It is absolutely vital and essential for us to grasp that being committed to the Lord is different to any other commitment we make. We need to note three things:

Firstly as a believer your commitment to the Lord is responsive; you commit yourself to him because he has revealed his commitment to you in the Lord Jesus Christ. This means that it is a commitment that is based on the knowledge of the nature of God’s commitment to you. God’s commitment to us is Covenantal. In the New Covenant establish by the shedding of Christ’s blood we are called to commit ourselves to the Lord with the assurance that he will enable us to keep the commitment we make. The promises given to you in the covenant are enabling promises. Think of Romans 8:28, ‘And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.’ Consider Hebrews 13:5-6, “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, ﻿﻿“﻿I will never leave you nor forsake you.﻿” So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?﻿” How was Hannah to be content in her dreadful situation? The Lord was with her and he was her helper. Is there anything in life that your cant face with God by your side and his commitment to help you? Believers commit themselves to the Lord in response to God’s commitment to them.
Secondly as a believer your commitment to the Lord is in faith. The faith you exercise in God is not something that you have worked up in yourself, but a gift you received by grace. The faith you exercise in your commitment to the Lord is created in you by God the Holy Spirit. The Spirit himself dwells in you to maintain the faith he set in you. The faith that God gives will be perfect faith, sufficient faith, adequate faith and enduring faith. The faith God gives will not fail because it cannot fail. Listen to Paul in Philippians 1:6, ‘being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun ﻿﻿a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.’ Because God never gives up on you means that your faith will never allow you to give up, you will endure to the end.
Thirdly as a believer your commitment to the Lord is fulfilled in His strength not your own. How did Hannah endure? How did she manage to keep her commitment to the Lord in such extremely painful and sorrowful circumstances and situations? She did it by the power of God in her. She found that God’s grace was sufficient and adequate to meet the trials of each day. Like Paul, Hannah had learned that ‘in Christ I can do all things.’ We will all face trials and difficulties and some of those trials will be exceedingly difficult, but we have this assurance – ‘we are not alone, the King of Kings is with us and he will give us the strength we need.’ The object of Hannah’s faith was God himself, she saw in him one who was adequate to meet her needs no matter how difficult her life became.
Conclusion.
Are you prepared for the hard and difficult times that lie ahead? The Scout’s motto is ‘Be prepared.’ If you are prepared for something, you deal with the situation in a purposeful and structured way. If you are not prepared you are far more likely to panic and become self-centred and self absorbed. How do we as believers prepare ourselves for future trials? We prepare ourselves by laying down a solid foundation of God’s truth. The bedrock truth is God’s absolute Sovereignty – he rules over all things for his purpose. This absolutely sovereign God is fully committed to us through the New Covenant. In the light of this we should ask ourselves, ‘how should we look at trials?’ 
Listen to Elizabeth George, ‘Thank God for the ‘negative’ – more specifically, thank him for His promise to work for your good and for your spiritual growth in everything in your life, even in what you don’t like. Remember that God has designed you life (Psalm 139:13-16) He has a plan for your life (2 Timothy 1:9) And He is actively working out His will through the people, events, and circumstances of your life – past present and future, positive and negative. Dear friend, there has never been a mistake, and there has never been or ever will be even a split second when God is not present with you, superintending and being actively involved in your life. Acknowledging that God has planned your life can help you from bitterness and resentment towards people, events and circumstances. It also gives you hope! You become a hope-filled Christian when you remember – and grow to know - that God is the author of every moment of your life.’ 

Listen to Peter Jeffrey, ‘We ought not to look upon painful circumstances and difficult situations only as trials of faith to be endured, but rather regard them as golden opportunities to prove afresh the sufficiency of the Lord who never fails and never forsakes us. Faith is not a step in the dark but a reasonable trust in God who time and time again has proved his love for us and demonstrated his faithfulness When God brings us into a situation where we see no solutions and where we are tempted to opt out, we must ask ourselves, ‘Has God brought me here to learn to trust Him implicitly when there is nothing else to trust and nothing else left? The enemy tempts us to destroy us, but God is testing us to strengthen us so that we might prove Him to be really there, even in the darkness.’ The trial you are dealing with now is not designed to destroy you, but to make you love, trust and praise the Lord more and more. The Lord is consolidating your commitment to him.
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